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July was a quiet month in our village, at least so far as events were concerned. Nevertheless the village scene is being enlivened by new occupants of several houses that have changed hands recently, with more hopefully to come very soon. The number of houses formerly, presently and just-about-to-be on the market this year has to be a record! We thank those leaving for their participation in our village, and welcome all the newcomers, looking forward to them taking part in our community life.

Thank you to Cindy and Roger Brown for running the Village Café on 14th July most successfully. This month, it’s the turn of Janet and Michael Towers, ably assisted by Mary and Tom Stewart. All are welcome!

Looking ahead for your diaries:
Saturday, 13th September 2025. Time: 10.00 a.m. – 6.00 p.m.	      			   DHCT 
Dorset Churches Historic Trust: Ride + Stride
Ride + Stride involves asking family, friends or neighbours to sponsor you to ‘stride’ or ride (on bicycle, horseback, etc) between them and signing them off.  The money raised, half is returned to your parish, and half to the DHCT to fund repairs to churches around Dorset. Last year Sandford Orcas villagers raised over £400, of which half returned here to assist fund raising, mainly for the church roof. This year broadens the range of Ride + Stride activities to include anything physical for which you can obtain sponsorship - lap swimming in your local swimming pool, spinning on an exercise bike or rowing on a rowing machine, just for example. Start planning! Clare Rutter (01963 220 690, clare.rutter50@gmail.com) has kindly agreed to be our Church Representative this year; please see the poster below for her contact details.

CONTACTS / ORGANISERS:
Website:	www.sandfordorcasvillagehall.com;	Email:    info@sovhall.plus.com
Sandford Orcas Village Hall Committee:
Claire Arnold; Cindy Brown (Secretary); Geraldine Carter; George Lossius (Treasurer, 100 Club);
Rowlie McBeath (QTPC, Artsreach*); Robert Patterson (Billiards & Snooker; PCC);
Richard Pollard (Maintenance, Friends of SOVH); Richard Slade (Chairman).
.*	Children’s events are run by Susan Yeoman and Helen Donnelly.

Village (and Outside) Organisers:
FOSOVH  Friends of Sandford Orcas Village Hall   I.e. anyone who wants to help, on an ad hoc basis
FPO	Footpaths Officer		   Steve Donnelly (01963 220446)
Mitre	The Mitre Inn:		   Steve Hooper (01963 220 271). steve@mitreinn.co.uk
HW		Home Watch			   Allen Page (07783 195 157).
PCC	Sandford Orcas PCC:	   Secretary: Nickie Page (
-		Dorset Police: Sherborne Rural:  PC 2777 Laura McKeeman & PCSO 6269 Mark Jones
     		Safer Neighbourhood Team  Phone: 101, sherborneruralsnt@dorset.pnn.police.uk 
QTB	Queen Thorne Benefice	   Rector: Reverend David Bond (01935 850 201)
QTPC	Queen Thorne Parish Council   Parish Councillors: Jan Lowe (01963 220 490), Rowlie McBeath
					    (01963 220 208), Paul Phillipson (07974 348545),
						    Clerk: Rose Edwards (01963 220 491).
						   www.queenthorneparishcouncil.gov.uk
VH	Village Hall:				   Chairman: Richard Slade (01963 220 740)
Village Hall Bookings:			   Cindy Brown, sandfordorcasvillagehallsec@gmail.com

Village Events Every Week:
· The Mitre Inn Opening Hours: Contact: Steve Hooper (01963 220 271, steve@mitreinn.co.uk)
· Sunday 12 noon - 4 p.m.	Monday CLOSED.	Tuesday 6 p.m. - 10.30 p.m.
· Wed / Thurs / Fri / Sat 12.00 noon - 3 p.m. & 6 p.m. - 10.30 p.m.. 
· The Mitre Inn’s kitchen is being totally refurbished. For about the next five weeks, pizzas will be available at lunchtime on Tuesdays to Sundays, and Tuesdays to Saturdays in the evening, at the top of the pub garden.
· The Wilde Story Company Pop-Up Shop, at Lavender Keepers, in Great Pit Lane:
STOP PRESS: The Story Pig is now The Wilde Story Company.
Open for glorious free range, pork products - bacon rolls, pulled pork and other pork products - lavender products and Charlotte’s wonderful baked goods!
· Pizza Night* on Fridays 5 p.m. - 8 p.m.
· Café & Shop every Weekend (+ Roast Lunch on Sundays) 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.		             
*  Pizzas must be pre-ordered on 07724 885 353: the dough is made fresh each day.
· Billiards & Snooker Club: Contact Robert Patterson (
· Table Tennis Club: Contact Richard Pollard (01963 220 893) for details.
· Bellringing: Contact John Ferdinando (01963 220 666) to learn how to ring church bells.

Saturday, 2nd August 2025. Time: 7.00 p.m.	      Higher Orchard	Artsreach 
Miracle Theatre present ‘Twelfth Night’
Miracle Theatre return to deliver a bold, fresh, accessible take on Shakespeare’s comedy, blending their playful spirit with the Bard’s wit. Expect plenty of belly laughs, heart ache, 
gloriously outrageous characters, and a contemporary twist. Thank you yet again to the Potters for opening their beautiful garden for this open air event.
Doors open at 6.00 p.m. for picnics. Licenced cash bar. Assistance dogs only. Tickets are available on line at artsreach.co.uk, or from Rowlie McBeath (01963 220 208), the Mitre Inn (01963 220 271) or Susan Yeoman (

Wednesday, 6th, Friday, 8th & Saturday, 9th August 2025.	Time: 7.30 p.m.		
Oborne Opera Festival
Opera In Oborne present Puccini’s ‘Tosca’ in St. Cuthbert’s Church. Book tickets on line at www.operainoborne, £45. ​Giacomo Puccini's "Tosca" is a passionate and tragic opera set in Rome during the Napoleonic Wars, centred around the tempestuous love affair between opera singer Floria Tosca and painter Mario Cavaradossi.

Saturday, 9th August 2025. Time: 10.30 a.m. – 11.00 a.m.      Village Hall  		SOVH                                 
Village Café
The Village Café is a great way to catch up with local news. All proceeds go to the Village Hall. All helpers welcome - please contact Maggie Pollard. (maggiepollarde@gmail.com).

Sunday, 17th August 2025. Time: 10.00 a.m. - 3 p.m.	      	Sherborne Town Centre Sherborne Market
The Sherborne Market, held on the third Sunday of each month, features local producers, suppliers selling amazing hand-picked and selected amazing local artisan food, arts and crafts, in Cheap Street, Abbey Road, Half Moon Street, Digby Road & Pageant Gardens; 170 stalls, all local artisans & food producers.

Monday, 1st September 2025. Time: 7.30 p.m.  	Sandford Orcas Village Hall  	QTPC
Queen Thorne Parish Council 
Your Parish Councillors: Jan Lowe (01963 220 490); Rowlie McBeath (01963 220 208), Paul 
Phillipson (07974348545). Please come, to raise any relevant concerns that you have.
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SATURDAY,                    
13TH SEPTEMBER 2025
Cycle or walk to Dorset’s beautiful churches and raise money for their upkeep
Contact your Church Representative 
		(Clare Rutter (clare.rutter50@gmail.com, 				   01963 220 690, ‬) to join this event‬



Find out more at dhct.org.uk/m/ride_and_stride.php
This event takes place between 10.00am and 6.00pm. There is no specified route or timetable - you can visit as many or as few churches and chapels as you wish. Full information, sponsor forms, instructions and lists of churches can be obtained from our Church Representative (above)
Sandford Orcas Village Community (Version 26).
Here are local suppliers who can provide basic food and health requirements and services. Please support, particularly, our most local businesses.

	Name & Contact Info
	What’s Available – To Buy or To Order
	Delivery Options

	The Mitre Inn, Sandford Orcas
01963 220 271, steve@mitreinn.co.uk
	The menu changes weekly, with locally-sourced produce. Opening hours will be on www.mitreinn.co.uk. 
	The pub is open for meals.

	Glenholme Herbs
Sandford Orcas, 01963 220 302
alison-redman@hotmail.com
	Herbs, vegetables and vegetable plants. For the full range, see www.glenholmeherbs.co.uk  
	Free delivery within Sandford Orcas, or collect. Seasonal plants to order.

	The Wilde Pig (ex- The Story Pig)
Sandford Orcas, 07802 443 905
jameshull777@gmail.com 
	Tamworth pork, sausages, bacon, chutney, saffron rolls, apple buns. Also meat boxes. 
	Now offering pizzas – see above - along with glorious free range, rare breed Tamworth pork products - bacon rolls, pulled pork, and pork and other products. Please pre-order your pizzas on 07724 885 353: the dough is made fresh each day.

	Kim Creswell, Dip.Herb.Med.,MNIMH
By The Ford, Moorway Lane, 
Sandford Orcas, 07765 654 771 
www.kimcreswell.co.uk 
kim@kimcreswell.co.uk
www.goldberryherbs.co.uk
kim@goldberryherbs.co.uk 
	Fully qualified and insured medical herbalist, trained in diagnosis, treatment and medicine making, using organically grown medicinal herbs. 
Woven willow sculptures and baskets.
Willow weaving courses.
	Professional, confidential and able to prescribe alongside conventional health care. Also grower of willow, maker of sculptures, baskets and other rural crafts. Workshops held and private bookings available.

	Fiona Potter, Higher Orchard, 
Sandford Orcas.
01963 220 773, 07708 842 553
fionapotter@live.co.uk 
	Bramblewood grass fed Dexter Beef. Joints, steaks, stewing steak, mince, sausages and burgers. Also Pure Apple Juice from their own trees.
	Fiona has a large freezer bursting with her delicious beef. Please ring her to order some!

	Monique Hustinx.
07949-595632
monique.hustinx@hotmail.com
	Sandford Orcas-reared, lamb. Half a Lamb: £80, Quarter of a Lamb: £40. Butchered to your requirements.
	Contact Monique for delivery details.
www.ciderappletrees.co.uk

	Penmore Repairs
Ed Page – Handyman
Kimberside, Penmore Road, Sandford Orcas.
07342 670769
edpageworks@gmail.com
	Repairs: garden, fencing, clearance, computer help, sheds, garden dog proofing, …
	Contact Ed.

	Market Town Garden 
52, Cheap Street, Sherborne 
07967 659638
sherbornemarketfruitandveg@aol.com 
	Fresh fruit and vegetables.
	Contact them, or visit their shop, to discuss box sizes and delivery details.

	J&M Parsons
Cheap Street, Sherborne
01935 812 071
info@parsonsbutchers.co.uk 
	Traditional butcher and milk, cheese, eggs.

	Free delivery with orders over £10.




Useful Facebook groups: 	Queen Thorne Parish News and Views;	Sherborne Viral Kindness
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